BALKAN MEDICAL UNION

Founded in 1932 as ,,L’Union Médicale Balkanique*

Officers of the Balkan Medical Union

International Secretary General
Camelia C. DIACONU, Romania

Presidents of national sections

Albania: Ylli POPA

Bulgaria: Valentina PETKOVA
Cyprus: Hasan BESIM

Greece: Marianna KARAMANOU

North Macedonia: Ninoslav IVANOVSKI
Republic of Moldova: Emil CEBAN
Romania: Camelia DIACONU
Turkey: Sabri ERGUNEY
Serbia: Vladmila BOJANIC



Archives of the
BALKAN MEDICAL UNION

Editor-in-Chief

Camelia C. DIACONU, Romania

Honorary Editors

George ANDROUTSOS, Greece

Somer ONES, Turkey

Gheorghe GHIDIRIM, Republic of Moldova

Vladmila BOJANIC, Serbia
Hasan BESIM, Cyprus
Emil CEBAN,

Republic of Moldova

Editors
Sabri ERGUNEY, Turkey
Ninoslav IVANOVSKI,
North Macedonia

Marianna KARAMANOU, Greece
Valentina PETKOVA, Bulgaria

Siiha AKPINAR, Cyprus

Raymond ARDAILLOU, France
Kandemir BEROVA, Cyprus

Zoran BOJANIC, Serbia

Andre BOURGEON, France

Giancarlo BRACALE, Italy

Simona BUNGAU, Romania

Koco CAKALAROSKI, North Macedonia
Olga CERNETCHI, Republic of Moldova
Jean-Michel CORMIER, France

Daniel Octavian COSTACHE, Romania
Raluca Simona COSTACHE, Romania
Adrian-Valentin COTIRLET, Romania
Daniel COUTURIER, France

Stella DASKALOPOULOU, Canada
Sergulen DERVISOGLU, Turkey
Roberto di DONATO, Italy

Ertugrul GAZIOGLU, Turkey

Fernando GOMEZ-FERRER BAYO, Spain
Veselina GORANOVA-MARINOVA, Bulgaria
loannis GRAMMATIKAKIS, Greece
Mehmet INAN, Cyprus

Ognen IVANOVSKI, North Macedonia
loannis KAKADIARIS, USA

loannis KARAITIANOS, Greece

Afroditi KARAITIANOU-VELONAKI, Greece
Ashraf W. KHIR, UK

Andrei KOZMA, Romania

loan LASCAR, Romania

Gerald MAURER, Austria

Editorial Board

Lucia MAZUR-NICORICI, Republic of Moldova
Minodora MAZUR, Republic of Moldova
Maja MILOJKOVIC, Serbia

Dan MISCHIANU, Romania

Igor NIKOLOV, North Macedonia
Theodore PAPAIOANNOU, Greece
Valentina PETKOVA, Bulgaria

Mentor PETRELA, Albania

Pierre Francois PLOUIN, France

Zivko POPOV, North Macedonia
Theodora PSALTOPOULOU, Greece
Ninel REVENCO, Republic of Moldova
David L. ROWLAND, USA

Boryana RUSEVA, Bulgaria

Zoubeir Ben SAFTA, Tunisie

Adrian SAFTOIU, Denmark, Romania
Vasile SARBU, Romania

Theodoros N. SERGENTANIS, Greece
Galina SEVEROVA, North Macedonia
Andrija SMELCEROVIC, Serbia
Nikolaos STERGIOPULOS, Switzerland
Grigore TINICA, Romania

Latchezar TRAYKOV, Bulgaria

Gregory TSOUCALAS, Greece

lon TINTOIU, Romania

Jovan VASILIEVIC, Serbia

Calin VICOL, Germany

Tsekomir VODENITCHAROV, Bulgaria
Junjie XIAO, China

Indexed in: Scopus, SCImago, Chemical Abstracts, EMBASE/Excerpta Medica, Index Copernicus, DOAJ, Scientific
World Index, Science Library Index, OAJI, Google Scholar, WorldCat, Harvard Library, Ulrich’s Web, HINARI, DRJI,
CiteFactor, Gold Rush Open Access Library, SCIPIO, Biblioteca Academiei Romane, Eurasian Scientific Journal Index

Print: ISSN 1584-9244

ISSN-L 1584-9244

Online: ISSN 2558-815X



CONTENTS

EDITORIAL

Metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) and cardiovascular disease:
From liver fat to cardiovascular events

Camelias C. DIACONU ...uvoioiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt eaae st seass s eeaatssesasessaasesenassseansessnaseseaseessnsons

ORIGINAL PAPERS

Quality of life of HIV outpatients taking antiretroviral treatment: a cross-sectional study
in a restricted resource setting of Vietnam
Van Hieu LE, Duy Phong NGUYEN, Khai Quang HUYNH, Le Minh Quan DONG,

Quach Giang My NGUYEN, Thanh Nam TRUONG ........cccooieviieieiieieeieeieeeeeie ettt ess s ease s

Charlson comorbidity index and one-year mortality in elderly patients with acute
decompensated heart failure

Truong Huy HOANG, Dan Van Buu DO, Nguyen Khoi DANG, Thao Le Phuong NGUYEN .......ccocovvvivennnnne.

Deciphering HLA-linked immune dysregulation in psoriatic arthritis: A moldovan cohort study

Eugeniu RUSSU, Mircea BETIU, Victor CAZAC, Lia CHISLARI, Liliana GROPPA ........c.cccovvvvnvciinecnnnnes

PD-L1 and HLA-E expression patterns in advanced and metastatic head and neck squamous
cell carcinomas

Mariya STOILOVA, Sylvia N. GENOVA, Bozhidar I. VERGOV, Tsvetomira G. IVANOVA,

Alberto RUBIO-CASILLAS, Elena G. BANGIEVA-IVANOVA, Nikolay G. ATANASOV,

Antoaneta V. BELOVEGDOVA.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicicieiiitcteicieiteteteitteieeveteie st eae st oses o seaens

Human latent toxoplasmosis impact on sperm quality, chromatin integrity
and testosterone levels
Lyna HADJIJ, Nacera MAGHDOURI, Abdelkrim BENALIA, Chahnazx HADJ SLIMANE,

Abd Samad TCHOUAR ....c.covviiieieiiiiieiiicieictieeteecte ettt sttt saosenone

A clinical perspective on postpartum haemorrhage: Causes and management
in Albanian university hospitals

Alma SOXHUKU ISUFI, Vjollca SHPATA, Zef DELIA, Igli GURANJAKU, Rudin DOMI.........ccccoueueunnncee.

Prevalence and factors associated with uncontrolled ambulatory blood pressure
in treated hypertensive outpatients

Truong Huy HOANG, Nhan An NGUYEN.......coiioiioiioiiitieeeeteeteee ettt ettt evs et evseeteesveevseessenseenseneens

Infections and intestinal microbiome in ankylosing spondylitis: Clinical, immunopathological,
and management implications

Lia CHISLARI, Maria NESTOR, Marius GOREA, Camelia CIORESCU, Marinela HOMITCHI,

EUGENIt RUSSU .ottt ettt vt e e at s e e e et e e e esbaeeesabesssssseenseseenseesentenseseenneeeees

The applicability of methotrexate intolerance severity score in juvenile idiopathic arthritis
patients with MTHFR polymorphisms

Vladimir [ACOMI, Ana CUTERAC, Ilinca MOTELICA, Ninel REVENCO .....oocvoiviiiiinviiinccireicee.



REVIEWS

Micro RNAs in heart failure: Focus on their future potential as biomarkers of diagnosis,
prognosis and disease severity
Asparuh G. NIKOLOV, Nikola K. POPOVSKI .......covovieiiiioniiciiecieeseeeieecte ettt eseeree v s s essenssereeenes 86

MASLD: The missing link in the cardio-renal-metabolic syndrome
Ergita NELAJ, Kei XHIXHABESI, Irida KECAJ, Margarita GJATA ...coooveoieeieieeieeeeieeeeeir e eveeanens 95

CASE REPORT

Platelet rich plasma injection treatment for Achilles tendon partial tear in athletes -
Two case reports
Vilson RUCI, Edvin SELMANI, Julian RUCI, Kremantin CANAT ..ccvvvvioiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 101

Myocardial arrhythmogenic cardiomyopathy - Diagnostic and therapeutic challenges
Tamay KHELADZE, Mariam LOMIDZE, Giorgi BAZERASHVILI, Vache SHIOLASHVILI,
Tengiz VERULAVA .....oovviotieeeeeeteeee ettt ettt eat et ea v as e e s teeens e e stseesteaas e esbeaersesenseenbsaersesenseerseaseesteees 105

Catecholamine crisis presenting as acute coronary syndrome: Unmasking a pheochromocytoma
with malignant potential

Irida KECAJ, Ergita NELAJ, Ilir GJERMENI, Denis GODAJ, Ina REFATLLARI, Kei XHIXHABESI,

MaTGATIEA GJATA oottt ettt ettt b e s e s e b e s e s s b e esees s es s e s e essessess e st essessessensassessessasessassensases 110

Progressive fibrosing interstitial lung disease in rheumatoid arthritis with antisynthetase
autoimmune overlap

Stefan SANDULACHE .......c.ooviiviiiiieieiieieicteieietctetceteeietevei ettt ettt stoneieassosaeen 118

HISTORICAL VIGNETTE

Hypopyon forging, Iustus’ technique to cure pus collections after head blows
Gregory TSOUCALAS, Efstathios DETORAKIS, Andreas MANIOS ......oovvvovioviiioiieeiioieiereeeeeeteeeve e 126

Archives of the Balkan Medical UniOn..........ocvovvvoioieieeeeeeeeee oottt oot eesetetessessessessenes 131



